
The Churches of The Guardian Angels                    
and Saint Nicholas 

215 Second Street West, Chaska, MN 55318 •  www.gachaska.org •  (952) 227-4000  

412 Fourth Street West, Carver, MN 55315 • www.stnicholascarver.org •  (952) 448-2345 

Guardian Angels Staff 

        Reconciliation: 

Saturday: 8:00 -8:45 a.m. 
Saturday: 3:15 -4:15 p.m. 

Or by appointment 

        Daily Masses: 

Tuesday: 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday: 8:00 a.m. 
Thursday: 8:00 a.m. 
Friday: 6:00 p.m.  
        bilingual at Saint Nicholas 

Weekly Liturgy Schedule / Horario de Misas 

        Sunday Masses: 

Saturday: 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday: 8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. 
10:00 a.m. at Saint Nicholas 
Sunday: 12:30 p.m. in Spanish 

Eucharistic Adoration: 

Thursday: 8:30 a.m.-7:00 p.m. 

Reconciliación: 

Sábado: 8:00-8:45 a.m. 
Sábado: 3:15-4:15 p.m. 

 
Adoración Eucarística: 

Jueves: 8:30 a.m.-7:00 p.m. 

Misas diarias: 

Martes: 5:30 p.m. 
Miércoles: 8:00 a.m. 
Jueves : 8:00 a.m. 
Viernes: 6:00 p.m.  
        bilingüe en San Nicolás  

      Misas dominicales: 

Sábado: 4:30 p.m. 
Domingo: 8:00 a.m. / 10:00 a.m. 
Domingo: 12:30 p.m. en español 

Parish Office Front Desk: 
info@gachaska.org 
952-227-4000 

Father Tony VanderLoop, Pastor: 
frtonyvanderloop@gachaska.org 
(952) 679-9415 

Deacon John Cleveland: 
jcleveland@gachaska.org 

Deacon Bob Burns: 
bburns@gachaska.org 

Joel Swanson, Business Administrator/
Safe Environment Coordinator: 
jswanson@gachaska.org 
(952) 227-4001 

Meg Garrison, Administrative  

Assistant: 

mgarrison@gachaska.org 

(763) 355-6904 

Brittany Kaufmann, Director of Music 
and Liturgy: 
bkaufmann@gachaska.org 
(763) 355-6905 

Viviana Sotro, Latino Ministry               
Coordinator: 
vsotro@gachaska.org 
(952) 227-4010 

Bulletin: bulletin@gachaska.org 
Prayer Chain: prayer@gachaska.org 

Saint Nicholas Staff 
Father Tony VanderLoop, Pastor: 
frtonyvanderloop@gachaska.org 
(952) 679-9415 

Joel Swanson, Business Administrator/
Safe Environment Coordinator: 
jswanson@gachaska.org 
(952) 227-4001 

Father Jim Devorak, Retired 

Monday: 8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 
Tuesday: 8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 

Wednesday: 8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 
Thursday: 8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 
Friday: 8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

      Grupo de Oración 

Jueves: 7:00 p.m.—8:30 p.m. 

Office Hours 

November 17th, 2024 



Monday, November 18th 

 

Tuesday, November 19th 

5:30 p.m. Mass 

6:30 p.m. Festival Wrap Up Meeting, St. Francis Hall 

7:00 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal, Choir Loft 

 

Wednesday, November 20th 

8:00 a.m. Mass 

9:00 a.m. Cathy’s Small Group 

6:30 p.m. Faith Formation, Campus-wide 

 

Thursday, November 21st 

8:00 a.m. Mass 

 

Friday, November 22nd 

1:00 p.m. Giving Tree Setup, GA Church 

6:00 p.m. Mass (SN) 

 

Saturday, November 23rd 

6:30 a.m. Father’s Group, Room 004 

8:00 a.m. Confessions, GA Church 

3:15 p.m. Confessions, GA Church 

4:30 p.m. Mass, For the People 

 

Sunday, November 24th 

8:00 a.m. Mass 

9:15 a.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal, Choir Loft 

10:00 a.m. Mass,  Barbara Schaer 

10:00 a.m. Mass (SN) 

12:30 p.m. Mass (Spanish) 

 

Church Calendar 

RECIBE EL BOLETÍN POR CORREO     

ELECTRÓNICO ¡DIRECTAMENTE A USTED! 

 Guardian Angels Lay Leadership Positions 

Larry Schmid, Trustee: (612) 670-7655 
David Pohlen, Trustee: (952) 428-9649 
Steve Rasmussen, Facilities Council Chair: (612) 802-6442 
Francis Kerber, Cemetery Board Chair: (952) 836-5467 
Scott Guillemette, Finance Council Chair: (952) 227-4000 
Bill Van Hecke, Pastoral Council Chair: (612) 812-8615 

Saint Nicholas Lay Leadership Positions 

Elaine Ess, Cemetery: (571) 315-4980 
Darlene Mahowald, Prayer Chain/Funeral: (952) 448-4464 
John Turek, Trustee, Finance/Property Chair: (952) 448-2345 
Dan Svoboda, Trustee: (952) 448-2345 
Prayer Garden: (952) 913-4964 

¿Sabías que puedes recibir este boletín en tu bandeja de      
entrada de correo electrónico? ¡Puedes! Llame a la oficina   
parroquial para registrarse.  

GET THE BULLETIN EMAILED DIRECTLY 

TO YOU! 

Did you know that you can get this bulletin sent to your email 
inbox? You can! Call the Parish Office to get signed up. 

BULLETIN SUBMITTALS 
Please submit announcements, feature articles, or event      
summaries for the bulletin for Guardian Angels or St. Nicholas 
by email at bulletin@gachaska.org by 12 p.m. the Tuesday    
before. Photographs must be in .jpg format. 

ENVÍOS AL BOLETÍN 

Si tiene algo que enviar para el boletín de Guardian Angels o   
St. Nicholas, envíe un correo electrónico a bulltin@gachaska.org 
antes de las 12:00 p.m. el martes anterior. Fotografía debe estar 
en formato .jpg.  

ANOINTING 

 If you wish to receive an anointing please call the Parish 
Office: (952) 227-4000. 

HOSPITAL, NURSING HOME,                    

AND HOMEBOUND VISITS 

Churches are no longer notified by hospitals or nursing homes 
when a parishioner is admitted unless the family has requested 
it. If you or a family member are homebound, hospitalized or in 
a nursing home and would like a visit from a member of the 
ministry staff, please call the Parish Office. 



Mass Intentions:  

Mass intentions may be for the living and/or the departed, 
with a  designating in the bulletin a deceased person. 
There is a $10 suggested donation per Mass intention. 
Permission from the sick person or his/her family must be 
granted before a name’s inclusion in these prayers. To 
schedule a Mass intention, please call the Parish Office. 

Baptism:  

Our Baptism Belonging Class is required for all parents as a 
first step to Baptism of your child. Please call Father Tony 
VanderLoop, Pastor, at 952-679-9415 to sign up for a 
class. We encourage Godparents to attend.  Baptisms are 
scheduled once per month after the 10:00 a.m. Sunday 
Mass. Special dates requested for Baptism will be consid-
ered and accommodated depending on circumstances.  

Matrimony:  

Marriage preparation is required. Please call Father Tony 
VanderLoop, Pastor, at 952-679-9415 at least 8 months in 
advance.  
 

Communion for the Homebound:  

When we come together to pray at our Eucharistic liturgy, 
we do not forget the members of our community who are 
unable to be with us because of ill health. We remember 
them in our prayers, and we wish to include them in our 
Holy Communion. Members of our community bring the 
Blessed Sacrament to them to comfort them and to unite 
us in the Eucharist. We are not always aware of those who 
have this need. Please call the Parish Office to let us know 
if you or a member of your family would like to have Holy 
Communion brought to them. Then we can schedule a 
time for our ministers to visit and bring the Sacrament. 

LECTURAS DE LA SEMANA 

Domingo: Dn 12, 1-3/Sal 15, 5. 8. 9-10. 11 (1)/Heb 10, 11-14. 
18/Mc 13, 24-32 

Lunes: Ap 1, 1-4; 2, 1-5/Sal 1, 1-2. 3. 4 y 6/Lc 18, 35-43 

Martes: Ap 3, 1-6. 14-22/Sal 14, 2-3. 3-4. 5/Lc 19, 1-10 

Miércoles: Ap 4, 1-11/Sal 150, 1-2. 3-4. 5-6/Lc 19, 11-28 

Jueves: Ap 5, 1-10/Sal 149, 1-2. 3-4. 5-6 y 9/Lc 19, 41-44 

Viernes: Ap 10, 8-11/Sal 118, 14. 24. 72. 103. 111. 131/Lc 19, 
45-48 

Sábado: Ap 11, 4-12/Sal 143, 1. 2. 9-10/Lc 20, 27-40 

Domingo siguiente: Dn 7, 13-14/Sal 90, 1. 1-2. 5 (1)/Ap 1, 5-8/
Jn 18, 33-37 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Sunday: Dn 12:1-3/Ps 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11 (1)/Heb 10:11-14, 18/
Mk 13:24-32 

Monday: Rv 1:1-4; 2:1-5/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Lk 18:35-43 

Tuesday: Rv 3:1-6, 14-22/Ps 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5/Lk 19:1-10 

Wednesday: Rv 4:1-11/Ps 150:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6/Lk 19:11-28 

Thursday: Rv 5:1-10/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b/Lk 19:41-
44 

Friday: Rv 10:8-11/Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 131/Lk 19:45-
48 

Saturday: Rv 11:4-12/Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10/Lk 20:27-40 

Next Sunday: Dn 7:13-14/Ps 91:1, 1-2, 5 (1a)/Rv 1:5-8/Jn 
18:33b-37 

Year-To-Date 7/1/24—11/11/24 

 Guardian Angels St. Nicholas 

Goal, Year-to-Date $260,880 $24,140 

Last Sunday’s Collection $9,301 $1,713 

Total Giving YTD $208,766 $24,122 

Percent of Goal Funded 80% 99% 

The readings today speak of the end of the world and 
the coming of the kingdom. The bishops’ pastoral letter 
on stewardship says clearly “that ‘life to come’ is in  
continuity with this present life through the human 
goods, the worthy human purposes, which people  
foster now.” May our good stewardship help us to be 
numbered among the chosen on the last day! Guardian Angels Maintenance Fund: 

Contributions this fiscal year:         $18,769.19 

Expenses this fiscal year:    $28,753.50 

Fund Balance:      $120,373.99 

Maintenance Expenses Paid 7/1/24 to Date:   

New A/C Compressor 
Architectural Fees for School Steps 

Please remember the Church of the Guardian Angels or Saint Nicholas in your Will. 



In this time of year when we praise God for the saints in heaven and pray for souls on the 
journey, it is good to reflect on our own journey through death to new life. Many times I 
hear people say, “I don’t want anyone to make a big fuss over me” regarding their death, 
or that they choose cremation specifically because they do not want anyone looking down 
at them lying there in state.   
Cremation is a perfectly acceptable choice. However, I want to offer a Christian and     
Catholic perspective on how we should view our own death and why anyone should “make 

a fuss” over us at that time. The accounts of Jesus’ burial are very well spelled out in the Gospels. Jesus’ body 
was wrapped in a linen cloth and he was anointed with perfume. Even the pious Joseph of Arimathea who 
sat with the Sanhedrin believed that it was important to give Jesus a proper burial. And we see that in Jesus 
becoming a man, the Triune God committed himself to our frailty, a path that would lead to death. So, if God 
would share our final human destiny, then we can say that God has brought a holy significance to death.  
Burial, then, is a way to acknowledge that our death is our flesh’s final expression of union with Christ.   
 Yet, at the same time, Jesus has transformed this final destiny. Christ not only shares in our humanity 
through death, but rises from the dead to new and everlasting life. In our Baptism, the very frailty of our 
flesh is transformed as we enter Christ’s death. Baptism gives us a share in Christ’s empty tomb.   
 We believe that we will go to heaven when we die. This is a basic belief, but a funeral Mass really 
brings celebration to the reality of our union with Christ and our sharing in his death and new life. It brings 
celebration and hope that Jesus, out of love for us, has transformed what it means to die. It means that 
through his death, we will share in his resurrection. Often, in funeral homilies, I try to speak of this union and 
how Jesus has guided the deceased to this new life through all of the ups and downs of life.   
 The dimension of Christ uniting himself with our experience of death and of our union with Christ is 
worth celebrating when we see that our destination is to be with the communion of saints. We gather 
around the Eucharistic table to commend the deceased to God with this great faith that they will share in 
what those who have gone before us are sharing.   
 Not only is the funeral Mass a way of celebrating our sharing in Christ’s death and new life, but so is 
the burial. When we bury a deceased family member we not only acknowledge the final outcome of our 
mortal humanity, but we also let go of them, commending them to God with hope that God will raise them.  
 Family members usually want to make this fuss. Not only do they celebrate our lives and all the good 
memories, but in a funeral, we praise God for sharing in our humanity and leading us, through union with his 
Son, through death to new life. May God bless you all in your life here on Earth as we prepare for our final 
destiny, His kingdom. 

Father Tony 

AT BURIAL, WE SHOULD “MAKE A FUSS” OVER YOU 

CCHD 

Next week our special collection will support the 
Catholic Campaign for Human Development. Nearly 
38 million people in the United States live in poverty. 
This collection supports programs that empower  
people to identify and address the obstacles they 
face in bringing permanent and positive change to 
their communities. Learn more about the Catholic 
Campaign for Human Development at 
www.usccb.org/cchd. 



D OF I BAKE SALE 

The Daughters of Isabella are having a bake sale on 
Saturday, November 16th in St. Francis Hall and on 
Sunday, November 17th in the school gym. Mark 
your calendars to come and have breakfast with the 
Knights of Columbus and get some homemade 
baked goodies to bring home. 

CHRISTMAS WISH LIST FOR GA 

This list includes items that are not included in our 
current budget year. You can provide a part of an 
item or in its entirety. 
 
$75 each—UPS (Uninterrupted Power Supply)  
 batteries to replace for: 
  1. Boiler system computer 
  2. Video the Mass online 
  3. Staff office video equipment 
  4. School video equipment 
$150 each for one new UPS (Uninterrupted Power 
 Supply) 
$35 each—2 Burse to hold a Pyx for Holy Communion
 PURCHASED! 
$59 each—2 Pyx for Holy Communion PURCHASED! 
$750—Labor to professionally install additional 
 speakers in back of church 
$500—Pascal Candle for 2025 PURCHASED! 
$100—Sponsor a GA Faith Formation student 
$1,300—TV and Cart for Faith Formation Classes 
$5,000—Sponsor a GA child for area Catholic School 
$1,750—Railings and labor for Sanctuary steps—
 PURCHASED! 
$200,000—NEW School Steps in Spring 2025—For 
 every dollar you donate another dollar will be 
 donated up to $25,000 until year end. 

FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT 

December 7th, 6 p.m., St. Francis Hall 

Join us for our next movie night December 7th at 6 
p.m. in St. Francis Hall sponsored by Council 19 of 
Catholic United Financial. Enjoy 2 short films: The 
Little Drummer Boy and A Charlie Brown Christmas, 
as well as a prize drawing at the end and  
complimentary concessions. 

THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY 

In observance of the Thanksgiving holiday, we will 
have morning Mass on Thursday, November 28th at 
9:00 a.m. in English. Our office will be closed on 
Thursday, November 28th and Friday, November 
29th. We have much to be thankful for! May God 
bless your time of Thanksgiving as we remember  
also those who are less fortunate than ourselves. 



DEMONTREVILLE RETREAT 

Come to a place where you can hear the voice of the 
Lord in the quiet and peaceful setting of Lake 
DeMontreville. Join us for a three-day men’s silent 
retreat at the DeMontreville Jesuit Retreat House in 
Lake Elmo, Minnesota. The retreat begins Thursday 
evening, November 21st, 2024 and ends Sunday 
evening, November 24th, 2024. Free-will donations 
are accepted. For more information call our office at 
(651) 777-1311 or see our website 
www.demontrevilleretreat.com. 

SAINT NICHOLAS STATUE  

REFURBISHED! 

Check out the newly refurbished statue of Saint  
Nicholas. Thank you Katie Steinhagen for a fantastic 
job and we are very grateful. Katie is a parishioner of 
Saint Joseph in Waconia who graciously offered her 
gift of refurbishment and painting at very little cost. 
May God bless her talented work! 

CATECHETICAL INSTITUTE: 

THREE AGES OF THE INTERIOR 

LIFE 

Tuesday, November 19th-December 17th, 7-9 p.m., 
St. Henry, 1001 E 7th St, Monticello 

Taught by Deacon Dan Gannon, “The Three Ages of 
the Interior Life” is open to all! Recognizing that all 
are called to contemplative prayer to attain union 
with God, “The Three Ages of the Interior Life”      
examines the powerful prayer methods of St. John 
of the Cross and St. Teresa of Avila, focusing on the 
spiritual life and prayer as well as the nature of   
contemplation and its effect on your whole life. 
 
All are welcome to attend this event, but the  
language spoken will be English. 
 
Register at www.cistudent.com/course-information-
carmelite. (All dashes included) 

VOICES FROM THE ARCHIVES OF 

THE CATHEDRAL OF SAINT 

PAUL—AN EVENING WITH  

CELESTE RASPANTI 

Tuesday, November 19th, 6:30-8 p.m.,  
Cathedral of Saint Paul 

All are invited to a very special evening with  
American playwright and Cathedral archivist, Celeste 
Raspanti, who will share her beautiful and  
captivating stories behind the Cathedral of Saint 
Paul’s rich legacy. 



REMEMBER TO SIGN UP FOR ELECTRONIC GIVING! 

As we have announced, we are beginning a new  electronic giving campaign and are now switching to   
ParishSOFT as our e-giving platform. 
 
Both new and current online givers, we remind you to create a new ParishSOFT e-giving account with your 
giving selections. It’s very easy to set up your account! Go to our website, gachaska.org. At the upper right of 
the home page, click on “Giving.” Then, scroll down and click on “Setup or Login to Your Account.” Then, click 
on “Signin.” Then, scroll down to click on “Don’t have a giving account? Create One.” Then, you can enter in 
your personal information. 
 
The advantages of electronic giving with ParishSOFT is that it saves you time and you can now give to any of 
our second collections. So, there is no need for envelopes! Let’s make our giving as effective, planned, and 
prioritized as it can be by choosing electronic giving with our new platform. 
 
Thank you! 

SEVEN TIMES A DAY, I PRAISE 

YOU (YEAR 2: THE MASS) 

Thursday, November 21st, 7-9 p.m.,  
St. John Neumann, 4030 Pilot Knob Road, Eagan, $50 

An Offering from the Catechetical Institute 
 
The lecture series, Seven Times a Day, I Praise You—
Learn to Pray the Liturgy of the Hours, is an excellent 
opportunity for you to experience the beauty of the 
“official” prayer of the Church and discover why this 
prayer has held such a profoundly important role in 
the lives of Catholics throughout history. This two-
evening series will explain how to pray the Liturgy of 
the Hours and teach you how to incorporate it into 
your daily life. 
 
Find the link to the registration at www.archspm.org/
seven-times-a-day-i-praise-you. 

HELP FOR STRUGGLING  

COUPLES 

December 6-8, Eagan 

Is your marriage struggling? Retrouvaille is a lifeline 
for troubled marriages. Since 1977, over 40,000 
marriages saved worldwide. Couples learn the tools 
to rediscover each other and heal their marriage. 
100% confidential. 
 
All are welcome to attend this event, but the  
language spoken will be English. 
 
For more information like pricing and location  
details or to sign up, click on the link at 
www.archspm.org/help-for-struggling-couples. 

COR JESU 

Friday, December 6th, The Saint Paul Seminary Saint 
Mary’s Chapel, 2260 Summit Ave., St. Paul 

Join for an evening in the light, with people who 
suffer just like you. Cor Jesu is a monthly opportunity 
for worship and relationship—real, life-giving  
relationship—for college age students and young 
adults.  
 
All are welcome to attend this event, but the  
language spoken will be English. 

ADVENT LESSONS AND CAROLS 

(LEKCJE I PIEŚNI ADWENTOWE) 

Saturday, December 14th, 7 p.m., Holy Cross Church, 
1621 University Ave. NE, Minneapolis 

This service puts a Polish spin on a British tradition 
with beloved seasonal songs and scripture readings 
in both English and Polish. The theme of this  
program is “Born A Child and Yet A King,” and it  
features choral music by Victoria, Weir, Handel, 
Rheinberger, Jennings, Goldschmidt, and Howells. 
Free and open to the public with festive reception to 
follow! 
All are welcome to attend this event, but the  
languages spoken will be English and Polish. 
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LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Gina Shaughnessy

 
gshaughnessy@4LPi.com 

(800) 950-9952 x2487

952-448-4841      Chaska
www.progressvalleyelectric.com

Bertas Funeral Home &
Cremation Services
Traditional Earth Burial

Cremation Services
Prearrangements

Pre-Funding

200 West 3rd St. • Chaska, MN
952-448-2137 

www.bertasfh.com

952-428-1200
www.stfrancis-shakopee.com

■ Windows ■ Doors ■ Siding ■ Roofing
Tom Gestach 	 Lic. #BC077969 
Owner & President 	 Carver, MN 55315 
C (612) 270-3264 	 tomg@tjexteriors.com  
B (952) 448-4312	 www.tjexteriors.com

PRAIRIE
FARM SUPPLY
952-873-4234
115 W. Church • Belle Plaine

952-403-0058  John Hennes

952-403-0058  John Hennes
2237 Valley View Rd • Shakopee, MN 55379

hennessepticpumping.com

(952) 473-4157
Steve Kokesh

(952) 479-7053
207 N Chestnut St #110 Chaska

www.patronchaska.com

Teachers Make Great Realtors!
Mary Pat Nydahl
952-239-4420
marypatnydahl@edinarealty.com
TheNydahlGroup.com

909 Enterpride Drive
952-873-2234

952-445-9110 
KubesRealty.com

E
st

. 1
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Commission 
Full Service

John F. Rooney, II - Parishioner
Specializing in Commercial Insurance

(952) 842-1134
www.advanceins.com/john-f-rooney-ii

Please cut out this  
“Thank You Ad”  

and present it the next time you 
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

Thank 
You

Thank you for advertising 
in our church bulletin. 
I am patronizing your 
business because of it!

(952) 479-0244
Ashley & Bill Boecker

Owners / Parishioners
Chaska@snapfitness.com

1012 Gateway Dr, Chaska, MN

(763) 307-2800
Anoka • Loretto • Shakopee

LanoEquip.com

Giese’s
Plumbing & Services LLC
Plumbing • Heating • Full Mechanical

Eric Giese (612) 483-6203

GPSPlumbing3@gmail.com

DIRT & SNOW CONTRACTING
ADDITIONS / FOUNDATIONS • LAND CLEARING

POOL EXCAVATIONS

(952) 448-1814 | Randy Worm, Parishioner
www.RLExcavating.com	          Chaska

(952) 807-9983
131 W. 4th St., Chaska

Winslow Monument Service

(952) 368-7575
www.wmsmonuments.com

Family-owned Chaska 
business for over 25 years

Rex Greenwald, President 
(763) 316-6409
www.TerexRoofing.com






