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History of St. Nicholas Church

December 6, 1868. After only 2 months planning
and construction, Father Magnus Mayr and over 200
pioneer members dedicated Carver's first documented
Catholic Church, St. Nicholas. In 1876, school moved
from a downtown house to the newly constructed

St. Nicholas Catholic School adjacent to the Church.
Three sisters of St. Benedict taught up to 150 pupils until
lay teachers took over six years later. Around 1880, the
current bell tower was erected. The early 1900s marked
the first in various church renovations, namely the
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addition of stained windows, Stations of the Cross, two
side altars, a sanctuary arch and cement steps from
Fourth Street. Remarkably, despite all the renovations,
the original church structure remains largely the same
today. In 1917, the school closed. It became home to
offices and on-site grounds keepers and their families,
and later, on-site priests.

In the 1930s, the donated evergreens, which flank
the Church today, were planted. Later, a second
cemetery, dubbed the “new” cemetery, was
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prepared adjacent to the Church. During the mid-
1940s, aesthetic and practical renovations contfinued
including the installation of a new oil-burning furnace,
new wallpaper, floor files and oak pews. In 1952, Father
Bertrand Kock became the first on-site priest. During
the Great Flood of 1965, St. Nicholas became a refuge
and symbolized hope for many. In 1970, St. Nicholas
celebrated the first Steamboat Days Jubilee with food
and festivities. From 1971-73, the church received a
face lift. Oscar "Butch” Reed also led a 20-man crew

in constructing the Parish Center, a new religious
instruction and gathering space. In 1991-92, church
renovations that replicate the original décor were
made and remain today. St. Nicholas also joined two
area churches for the first ecumenical mass. In 2000, an
addition to the rectory made priest living quarters more
comfortable. In 2008, St. Nicholas celebrated 140 years
with months of celebration and reflection.

Please go to www.stnicholascarver.org
for full history of St. Nicholas Church
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