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Sitio

Dear Parishioners of St. Nicholas Church, Carver,

Peace of Christ. On the evening of the 28th of June 2008, the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI inaugurated the Pauline Year (The Year of St. Paul) with a prayer service in the Basilica of Saint Paul Outside the Walls in Rome which I visited two years ago. The Church throughout the world celebrates and honors this great saint who unlike any other personality from history was responsible for spreading Christianity to every corner of the world. When we read the letters of St. Paul, we find in him a man who is full of passion for Jesus Christ. St. Paul had one single purpose and that was to make known and loved the name of Jesus Christ and that is what you, the dear parishioners of St. Nicholas have been doing for all these years. 

I, Father Thomas Joseph, come to you as your pastor to continue the same mission, to make known and loved the name of Jesus Christ. It is my hope and prayer that during this Pauline Year that we, as brothers and sisters in Christ continue to work together in making the name of Jesus Christ known and loved.
I look back on my past three years at Divine Mercy Church in Faribault, Minnesota, as a time of so many blessings and opportunities. I dearly miss the good people of Faribault, Shieldsville and Kenyon who were like family to me and I come to you to create another family in Carver. As you know, in addition to my pastorate here at St. Nicholas, I also will be doing the Spanish ministry at Guardian Angels in Chaska. I am really privileged to work with Father Paul Jarvis who is a man of enthusiasm and creativity all in the name of Jesus Christ. I know the parents of Father Paul really well. They are parishioners at Divine Mercy Catholic Church where I was an associate pastor. 

How beautiful it is that the church is like a flowing river which always brings in new people to continue making the name of Jesus Christ known and loved. I am humbled to succeed Father Bill Paron who worked so hard here in Carver and in the surrounding area. I am indeed privileged to serve St. Nicholas with it’s history of over 100 years starting with Father Magnus Mayr, O.S.B., the first pastor of St. Nicholas who dedicated this church in 1868. In December we will celebrate one hundred and forty years of continuing the same mission that began generations ago – to make the name of Jesus Christ known and loved. I wish Fr. Bill Paron all the best; an enjoyable retirement, which he deserves after so many years of dedicated service.

I am indeed blessed to start my first weekend with the celebration of our Parish Festival here at St. Nicholas. I’m looking forward to greeting you and coming to know each and every family in the months ahead. Starting in September, I hope to begin having pot luck dinners at the rectory or sharing meals with families in their homes several times a month. In my booth at the festival you will find sign up sheets. Feel free to sign up for the date and time that works best for you.. Also, I enjoy riding my bike and would like to share time exploring Carver with anyone who would like to join me.  There are sign up sheets in the booth for the bike riding as well. I’m looking forward to spending time with you and sharing your life stories as we grow together in holiness and the love of God. 

I was born and baptized in the state of Tamilnadu, India. My parents are farmers and I have two brothers and one sister. I was privileged to meet, stay and work with Blessed Mother Theresa of Calcutta from April 1996 to April 1997. I attended college in India where I majored in English and Philosophy.

With the blessing of Archbishop Harry Flynn, I was able to join the archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis.  I studied in India and Mexico and completed my degrees at the St. Paul Seminary from 2002 to 2005 with a double Masters; Masters in Divinity and Masters in Theology. I speak four languages including fluent Spanish and additionally a few dialects. I was ordained to the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis in May of 2005. 

In mid June 2005 Archbishop Flynn appointed me to Faribault as associate pastor where I served until mid June of 2008. I ministered to the parish of Divine Mercy, the area Latino community, and the surrounding parishes of St. Michael’s in Kenyon and St. Patrick’s in Shieldsville.

I come to Carver with an open heart and mind to meet the needs of you the good people of St. Nicholas and to continue to build on the foundation you have already laid. St. Paul whom the Church honors and celebrates in a special way this year, writes, “ For me to live is Christ.” Let us pray that we, as brothers and sisters in Christ, work together with one single goal – to make the name of Jesus Christ known and loved. God bless you.

In Christ Jesus,

Fr. Thomas Joseph
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